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servitude appear to exist, but that sufficient informa-
tion was not yet available to decide whether they
constituted a form of domestic servitude or of debt
bondage.
Such was the Report of the Commission. It was
issued, after a year's investigation, in July 1925,
In the September following the issue of the Report
of the Temporary Slavery Commission, the League
of Nations took prompt action, under the leadership
of Great Britain. The whole of the documents
were placed before the Assembly, and the chairman
of the Slavery Commission, M. Gohr, was invited
to meet the special Committee set up by the
Assembly.
Sir Austen Chamberlain and Lord Cecil had
already prepared in draft a new Slavery Convention,
and in due course this was considered and amended
by a special Committee of the Assembly, and later
approved by the League of Nations, and submitted
to all members of the League for their adhesion.
The discussions upon the draft Convention were
notable for the great effort made by Lord Cecil
(following the example of Lord Castlereagh and the
Duke of Wellington one hundred years ago) to secure
acceptance of the doctrine that carrying slaves on the
high seas should be treated as a crime in the same
category as piracy. Sir Austen Chamberlain, in a
despatch addressed to the League, had urged that
slave-trading should be treated as such a crime.
He pointed out that this was in no sense a new